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On December 18, 1999, Julia Butterfly Hill's feet touched the ground for the first time in over two

years, as she descended from "Luna," a thousandyear-old redwood in Humboldt County,

California.Hill had climbed 180 feet up into the tree high on a mountain on December 10, 1997, for

what she thought would be a two- to three-week-long "tree-sit." The action was intended to stop

Pacific Lumber, a division of the Maxxam Corporation, from the environmentally destructive process

of clear-cutting the ancient redwood and the trees around it. The area immediately next to Luna had

already been stripped and, because, as many believed, nothing was left to hold the soil to the

mountain, a huge part of the hill had slid into the town of Stafford, wiping out many homes.Over the

course of what turned into an historic civil action, Hill endured El Nino storms, helicopter

harassment, a ten-day siege by company security guards, and the tremendous sorrow brought

about by an old-growth forest's destruction. This story--written while she lived on a tiny platform

eighteen stories off the ground--is one that only she can tell.Twenty-five-year-old Julia Butterfly Hill

never planned to become what some have called her--the Rosa Parks of the environmental

movement. Shenever expected to be honored as one of Good Housekeeping's "Most Admired

Women of 1998" and George magazine's "20 Most Interesting Women in Politics," to be featured in

People magazine's "25 Most Intriguing People of the Year" issue, or to receive hundreds of letters

weekly from young people around the world. Indeed, when she first climbed into Luna, she had no

way of knowing the harrowing weather conditions and the attacks on her and her cause. She had no

idea of the loneliness she would face or that her feet wouldn't touch ground for more than two years.

She couldn't predict the pain of being an eyewitness to the attempted destruction of one of the last

ancient redwood forests in the world, nor could she anticipate the immeasurable strength she would

gain or the life lessons she would learn from Luna. Although her brave vigil and indomitable spirit

have made her a heroine in the eyes of many, Julia's story is a simple, heartening tale of love,

conviction, and the profound courage she has summoned to fight for our earth's legacy.
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Admittedly, the saga of Julia Butterfly Hill and the Luna Tree-sit is an incredible and inspiring tale.

Anyone wanting to gain insight into the mind and motivations of Hill, and to share in her perspective

of this 2 year long act of civil disobedience, will certainly want to read "The Legacy of Luna". Beyond

these elements however, the book is a great disappointment and fails to live up to the monumental

significance of the story it attempts to portray.As many other reviews attest, "Legacy" is an easy

read. I personally finished the book in less than 4 hours. This readability is unfortunately a result of

the book's lack of substance and disconnected ramblings. In her rushed effort to complete the book

Hill has failed to capture and articulate the genuine spirit of her action, instead providing a mostly

dry account of day to day life in the tree mixed with meandering philosophy. By failing to consider

the widespread effects and ramifications of the tree-sit - from its context and sometimes

controversial influence within the modern environmental movement to the role the action played in

effecting the dynamic of government forest policy on a local and national scale - Hill leaves the

reader without a definite sense of just what the legacy referred to in the book's title is."The Legacy

of Luna" also falls short of providing a comprehensive account of the story in its failure to address

many significant events and efforts on the ground which directly related to Hill's success. The reader

is instead brought along on the journey in the vacuum of isolation that was Hill's two years in Luna.
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